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t 80 Reviews of Books 

The Monroe Doctrine. By W. F. Reddaway, B.A., Fellow of 
King's College, Cambridge. (Cambridge : University Press. 
1898. Pp. vii, 162.) 

From the historical standpoint this is the most valuable contribution 
to the literature of the Monroe Doctrine which has yet appeared. With 
due deference to the philosophy of history the author states in the open- 
ing chapter, entitled "The Postulates of the Monroe Doctrine," the 
events beginning with the peace of 1763 after the termination of the 
Seven Years' War, which led to the Declaration of 1823, while most 
writers upon the subject treat the Declaration as a naked proposition with 
little reference to a cause. Mr. Reddaway is a scholar of keen discern- 
ment and thorough in investigation. He exhibits a knowledge of 
American history very creditable to a foreigner and he shows a discrim- 
inating judgment and great accuracy of analysis in the presentation of the 
instances in which the Doctrine has been applied or invoked. 

The following passage from the preface is a succinct statement of the 
author's views : "Nothing newly published has seemed to the author to 
render necessary any modification of the main conclusions of the essay : 
— that the evolution of the Monroe Doctrine was gradual ; that the pe- 
culiar form of the Message of 1823 was dujs to John Quincy Adams ; that 
he, and he alone, logically applied it in politics ; and that it produced 
its desired effect as an act of policy, but in no way modified the Law of 
Nations. The recent policy of the United States towards both Cuba and 
Hawaii appears to add strength to the argument of the last chapter — that 
since 1829 appeals to the Doctrine have been regulated by neither the 
nature nor the limits of the original. ' ' 

By the student of American history the portrayal on pages 30-34 
of the respective characteristics of President Monroe and John Quincy 
Adams, his Secretary of State, must be regarded not merely as a striking 
picture but as the very perfection of antithesis. 

In the chapter which treats of the occupation of Mexico by the 
French during our Civil War are these words, particularly significant at 
the present time : " Every power, as a member of the international po- 
lice, has the right to interfere in behalf of any nation which it may deem 
to be oppressed." 

While it is to be regretted that by some oversight a table of contents 
is omitted, and while the book is perhaps too profound for the casual 
reader, it will doubtless be regarded as a classic by those who take more 
than a passing interest in the subject. Geor(;f Fqx Tucker 

The Liberty and Free Soil Parties in the Northwest. By Theodore 
Clarke Smith, Ph.D. [Harvard Historical Series, VI.] (New 
York : Longmans, Green and Co. 1 897. Pp. xi, 351 .) 

The history of the Liberty and Free Soil parties of the Northwest by 
Theodore Clarke Smith is a timely and valuable contribution to our po- 



